Thank you for your email of 26 th January outlining some formatting issues with the above manuscript. I can confirm that these issues have been addressed in the revised manuscript. Details of changes/responses are outlined below. **Requesting ethics statement: the manuscript describes the results from a disease surveillance system and not a research study as such. The US-CDC Human Studies Oversight and Review Team prospectively reviewed the surveillance protocol and determined that it represented a non-research activity as defined by US 45 CFR 46.102(d). Following US-CDC protocol, this determination negated the requirement for full ethics committee review. Internal CDC review prior to submission of the manuscript requested the wording used in the ethic sub-section of the methods section: "This surveillance program underwent ethical and regulatory review at CDC, and was determined not to meet the definition of research." **Requesting consent statement: following discussion with the US-CDC Human Studies Oversight and Review Team, it was determined that it would be appropriate to obtain verbal consent from surveillance participants (or their parent/guardian if a child). The ethics sub-section of the methods section (page 7) has been amended to clarify this: "Verbal consent was obtained from each potential participant, or their parent/legal guardian in the case of children aged <15 years, prior to enrolment in the surveillance programme. "   S h o k l o M a l a r i a R e s e a r c h U n i F a c u l t y o f T r o p i c a l M e d i c i n e , M a h i d o l U n i v e r s i t y , B a n g k o k 
